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Powered Haulage Accident
Octeber 31, 2011 (Mentana)
Platinum Mine

Muck Haul [leadman

42 years old

3 years ofi experience



Overview.

Tihe victim was killed'while eperating a 4-yard Load-Haul-Dump (LHD) on
an undergrouna haul readwhen he lest control of the' LHD on an “S”
curve. The rght rear corner of the LHD struck the right rik: of the 38V
neading between 4500 anad 5500 Feot Wall lLateral (FWL). Tihe LHD
traveled across the haul read te) the Ieft side for approximately 49

feet, strking the ribiseveral times with the left side ofi the cab. At that
time; a spieling (rebarranchoered in'the rb for ground contrel), penetrated
the top left corner windew, entered the: cahb, ana struckithe victim:.

he accident eceurred becaluse management's pPolicies and procedures
falled te ensure equipment eperaters: maintained control offmohile
eguipment while operating equipment.






Root Cause

Root Cause: Management’s policies and procedures failed to ensure equipment
operators were specifically trained to maintain control of mobile equipment while
operating equipment. The victim did not maintain control of the LHD he was
operating.

Corrective Action. Management established policies and procedures to ensure that
equipment operators operate mobile equipment safely. The new policies and
procedures require in part that:

Persons at all times maintain control and operate equipment at a safe speed for
conditions.

Walking speed is required at areas that are signed and demarcated as “slow to
walking speed” areas (some supply areas, shops & intersections where deemed
necessary).

Equipment shall be operated at a reduced speed in all haulageways with reduced
clearance, corners, curves or damp road conditions.

Equipment shall be operated at speeds that minimize contact with ribs.

When traveling around blind corners or entering FWL from ramps or crosscuts,
sound horn or flash lights to warn others before entering.

Whether operating transportation, utility, haulage, or LHD equipment, the
operator must be aware of size, visibility, mechanism of steering, task at hand,
and operate the equipment according to conditions.

All persons that operate mobile equipment were trained regarding these new
policies and procedures.




Best Practices

Operators ofi self-propelled moebile eguipment shall'maintain control ol the
eguipment whilel it s in. motion.

Maimtain all'readways free oft materials that may. pese a hazard to
eguipment operators. This includes materials on the fleor and protruding
from the ribs; back; or walls.

Operating speeds shall ke consistent with conditions of readways; tracks,
grades, clearance, Visibility; curves; and: traffic.

Slew doewn of; drep te a lewer gearWhen necessary. Post areas Where Iower;
SpPeeds are warranted:

Always wear arseat beltwhen operating self=propelled mohile equipment.
Trim pretruding spielings.

Keep mohile eguipment eperator's stations free of materals that can impair
the safe operation of the equipment.

\WWhen clearances on roadways are restricted, install warning devices In
advance of the area and conspicuously mark it.
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